
Pragmatist Epistemology
Summer 2016

Syllabus
Instructor: Rush Stewart

Meeting Time: MW, 5:30pm-8:30pm
Office Hours: Monday 4:30pm-5:30pm and by appointment

Contact: rush.stewart@columbia.edu

Description
This course will focus on the pragmatist tradition in epistemology. In particular, our concern
will be with Peirce’s belief-doubt model of inquiry—the “greatest insight in the pragmatist
tradition” according to Isaac Levi—and its elaboration and revision by various thinkers.

Prerequisites
Our focus will be on conceptual issues in epistemology, but this will involve us in a modest
amount of formal work (logic, probability). While the course is self-contained, students should
be prepared to put in the effort to learn the small amount of relevant technical material.

Textbook
All articles and excerpts for the class will be made available on CourseWorks. Any relevant
handouts will also be posted.

Requirements
Homework: 35%
Participation: 20%
Presentation: 10%
Paper: 35%

Paper topics are to be approved by the instructor. Unless an extension is granted in advance,
late work will be penalized half a letter grade per day. The final paper is due the last day
of class, and should be roughly 7 to 10 pages long. The homework consists of short response
papers to the readings. Over the course of the class, you should choose 3 readings, and write 1.5
to 2 page responses to them. These responses should be submitted by 10pm the night before
the class meets to discuss the reading. Part of the participation grade will be occasional
reading quizzes (two or three questions) at the beginning of class. Please avail yourselves of
the Writing Center for help with the writing assignments.

CourseWorks
Announcements, course material, and grades will be posted to CourseWorks. Please check it
regularly.

Policies
Faculty statement on disability accommodation.
Faculty statement on academic integrity.

mailto:rush.stewart@columbia.edu
https://www.college.columbia.edu/core/uwp/writing-center
http://www.college.columbia.edu/rightsandresponsibilities
http://www.college.columbia.edu/faculty/resourcesforinstructors/academicintegrity/statement


Schedule
It is likely that the schedule will be adjusted throughout the term. There is some room to
tailor our schedule to the interests of the class. Updates will be posted to CourseWorks.

Date Topic
Preliminaries

5.23 Introduction to Epistemology
SEP Overview
Inquiry and the Belief-Doubt Model

5.25 The Belief-Doubt Model
“The Fixation of Belief,” Peirce

6.01 The Goals of Inquiry
“The Will to Believe,” James
Deduction

6.03 The Role of Deduction in Inquiry
“The Logic of Full Belief,” Levi

6.06 Pragmatist Takes on Logic (Guest Lecture: Robby Finley)
Philosophy of Logics, chs. 1 and 12, Haack
Optional: “Grounds of Validity of the Laws of Logic,” Peirce
Abduction

6.08 Abduction as Inference?
“The Inference to the Best Explanation,” Harman
“Peirce on Abduction,” Douven
Induction

6.13 Belief Revision
“Two Dogmas of Empiricism,” Section VI, Quine
The Enterprise of Knowledge, chs. 1-3, Levi

6.15 Pragmatism and Probability
Primer on Probability Notes
“Truth and Probability,” Ramsey
Consensus and the Social Dimensions of Epistemology

6.20 Two Approaches: Pooling vs. Convergence
“Disagreement as Evidence,” Christensen
Bayes or Bust?, ch. 6.1-6.4, Earman
Opinion Pooling Notes

6.22 Objectivity and Agreement
“Propositions, Warranted Assertability, and Truth,” Dewey
“Solidarity or Objectivity?,” Rorty

6.27 Short Presentations on Term Paper Topics
6.29 The Division of Cognitive Labor

“The Division of Cognitive Labor,” Kitcher


	Description
	Prerequisites
	Textbook
	Requirements
	CourseWorks
	Policies
	Schedule

